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The prince-elector of Brandenburg and margrave of Ansbach in Franconia,

Albrecht Achilles, was one of the most influential imperial princes of the
15 century. His articude rowards scholars or academics in his own or in other
rulers’ service was sceptical at first. In the year 1440, at the beginning of his
rule in Ansbach, his opinion of academics was not exactly flartering,
see in his statement about doctores, so in den piichern lesen. Dadurch sie maynen,
allem einen schein zu geben, es hab grund oder nichr, which roughly translares as
“Joctors who read books and therefore believe to give a lustre to everything, be
it true or not”. This resentment was not limited to opinions, but also included
actions. In December 1452, he had imperial counsellor Ulrich Riederer, a doc-

tor of both laws, thrown out of the parlour of the castle in Vienna Neustadt
when he, Albrecht, entered the room. As Enea Silvio Piccolomini, who was
he rudely snubbed him: Ti ne princeps &, [...] qué te princip-

] why do you mingle with princes?”).

as wean

present, relates,
ibus misces® (“You are not a prince, [

“Albrecht Achilles, Markgraf und Kurfirst von Brandenburg (1414-1486)",
bilder, vol. 4: Ngue Folge der Lebenslinfe aus Franken,

971, pPp: BO-172 cit. p.

1.  Sec E. Schubert,
in G. Pfeiffer (ed.), FEriinkische Lebens :
Wiirzburg, Gesellschaft fiir frinkische Geschichre, © 1453 S. Andresen,
“Akzeptanz der Grade: auf dem Weg zur Professionalisierung gelehreer Tatigeit in der
spicmirrelalterlichen Gesellschaft”, in R. C. Schwinges (ed.), Examen, Titeh Promorioncn:

Akademisches und staatliches Qualifkationswesen vom 13- bis zum 21, Jabrbundert, Basel,

Schwabe (Verdffenclichungen der Gesellschaft fiir Universitits- uml_\V'lssmsch.\fugcschich[c,

7), 2007, pp. 451-487, cit. p- 451 For the more detailed study [ am halif)\\-lng here grosse modo

Konige und Fiirsten des

see R. C. Schwinges, “Im Dienst: Gelehrte im Reich der deutschen
spiten Mircrelalters” ieB (eds.), Konig: Reich und Firsten im Miscelalrer:

_in O. Auge, K-H. Sp Reich ¢ riten im M
Abschlusstagung des Greifiwalder Princi es-Projekss. Festschrift pir Karl-Heins Spigff, Stuttgart,

Steiner, 2017, pp. 417-435:
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Academics as Councellors of German E
the most lixl.?l,t'll instructions and he will achieve nothing \ .
of his reign, in 1486, Albrecht was the imperial pri he greatest
number of academic counsellors — barring the emperor himself, who had at
least 171%. Albrecht’s doctors numbered 64 chere were noble and common
jurists — many of them bearing the most prestigiou dactor utrinsass
iuris — burt also some theologians and physicians”. He regularly loaned them
with special regards to his peers, who held the educarional level of his coun
sellors in great esteem. Albrecht and many of his peers had realised that there

' than just big words. They

was more to the “book doctors™ and “know-it -alls
increasingly became the Strategen am Hof (“court strategists
the jurists among them, the Techniker der Tagespolitik (“engineers of daily
9, University graduntes in advisory positions had a large share in

exerting influence on regional politics ar their places of
o (= I
to deal

or, specifically

politics”)
political success,
employment as well as on diplomatic missions. Having repeatedly
with his counsellors like Albrecht Klizing, Georg von Absberg, Nickel Pfuhl.
Hermann Reinsberger, Hertnide von Stein or Perer Knorr seems to have
softened Albrecht’s approach: the previously rude prince developed a smart

readiness to negotiate™.
One could cite many m
by

knowledge abour academics in the service of kings an
t few years, in respect to COUrts as well as churches,

ore examples, both positive and negative, since our
d rulers has been steadily
growing in the pas cities

E. Schubert, “Albrecht Achilles...”, gp. k., p- 145- ; : :
6. See P J. Heinig, Kaiser Eriedrich Il (r440-1493): Hof, Regierung =na Polittk, Cologne/

Weimar/Vienna, Bohlau (Beihefe zu J. E Bahmer, Regesta Imperii, 17), 1997; vol. 3, pp. L417-
1422. With 171 academics Heinig found 62 more than P Momw (ro9) did vears before
in his primary and nevertheless important article: P Moraw, “Gelehrre Juristen im Dienst
der deutschen Konige des spiten Miceelalters (1273-1493)7, in R. Schnur (ed.), Dre Rgi’:
der Juristen bei der Enistehung des modernen Staates, Berlin, Duncker & Humblor, 1988,

pp. 77-147, here p. 143. G :
7. SeeS.Andresen, In fiirstlichem Aufirag. Die gelehrien Rare der Kurfiirsten von Brurr&?ba{-g.m dem
Hause Hobenzollern im I5. ﬁzl)rbzmderr. Gortingen, Vandenhoeck & Rupreche (Schriftenreihe
der Historischen Kommission bei der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschafren, 97), 2017,
p. 17; ead., “Gelehrre Rirte im Dienst des x\'t.ukgmfcn und Kurﬁlrs[cn_.—\lbmi:t: thlir}k:mon
und Tatigkeiten in firstlichem Auftrag”, Jahrbuch des Historischen Vereins fuir Mirzelfranken,

102, 2013/2014, pp. 151172, here p. 152.

8.  S. Andresen, In fiirstlichem Aufirag.... op- cik

9. P Moraw, “Beamtentum und Rat Konig Ruprechts
116, 1968, pp. §9-126, here p. 123.

10.  S. Andresen, In fiirstlichem Aufirag...
und andere Wissenstriger im Spiegel
Brandenburg-Ansbach”, in H.-]. Gilomen, !
Expansion und Transformarion des “Dritten Sektors” (15. _
(Schweizerische Gesellschaft ir Wirtschafis- und Sozi

économique et sociale, 22), 2007, PP: 177-386.

by

* Zeitschift fiir die Geschichte des Qberrbeins,

, op. cit,, pp- 379-38% cad., “Rite am Fiirstenhof: Gelehree
der Korrespondenz des Kurfilsten Albrecht von

M. Miiller, L. Tissot (eds.), Dienstletstingen:
bis 18, Jahrhundert), Zilrich, Chronas

algeschichee/Sociéré suisse d’histoire

063




RAINER CHRISTOPH SCHWINGES

and universities”. All those examples would have in common ¢k fi
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— di : - » « e sRLLCA(
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A e R i » JUTISts —
ristians”) %, or what Enea Silvio Piccolomini, the later pope Pius [] bag
from the Council of Basel, not without a certain dmin FS » ICpon
; : ation f i
von Kues an i o or Niko
R el d Johannes Hofmann von Lieser: Cusa et Lysura pervertun; 1395
[ - Uldmately, whar all this teasing shows is that scholars have f; T
5 it ’ € S S have :
p aie in politics as well as in the public awareness™ R
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y In passing the ere:
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cvelopments in terms of civilizatiop

processes of education and profession-

s .
O-CIO‘CU l'LlraJ 3J1d CCO[\O!IMC PIOCCSSES,
» 15 l 3
a.[]d 1n a“()]ll(! l)zll}(:] . [ 1SCea ) i[ Was

so much a mareer of supply and dem
TowWi - i
g 0E; supply that got things going, made the labour

fencey,

mosdy the t]'lrust ofa
market fexible and

- Rando, Johannes von Hinderbach (1418-1486)
70?: (Schrifren des Italienisch-Deutschen
i ) _amas Pirckheimer (1418-1 173): Gelehrta
‘otische Studien, 496), 2010; M, Wejwoda
. Un[ ) . 3 ; r :
TZer Bischof [);oen: versitat und kirchlicher Karrier:
Diplomayie, politische Rey ¥ in the M%d;{:amm(h or Borkrd’”f (ca. rqr0-rg66), Leiden/
Hofmann yon [/, € und jurisric ) P 1855 and Renajssance 2) T Danie
e e igeac Géttingen, Er2s im 15, Jabrh g oolb 2T DI
Niirnb un:rhft{mn' 1), 2013; A [, ;nd“"horxk & RUPFECIE 7% ey gelcrie Ras nharag
Humanﬂifm Umanisten Sixp,. Trerhg,.“r Gelebrtenty und P, / Slbenpeugollis
12 SecC. Gill U5 Reformariop, T hors (“459-1507), ubinge atrizierstand: Wirkungskreise do
A A o ) 201 b . m
im Zcimh:.r d[z:é C?[pndlw"“‘Dic Gclthrc - ® Mohr Sicbeck (Spatmirrelalter
rt‘[l;g‘ia_(a; mpmia,d!:chnsspalrun o in md""’“kthrtm'
. I;CIC.IPP' 233248,
B Sect DA e
Tt énldS, Cura ot Lystorg
» Llsangs-faprbyep, ¢ 7h!’tf‘ﬂmzmrgmm-a

gef Leipziger Juris und Naym),
rill (Educarion and Socig e

Propagand yej, Otondy (e o oct der Verrat der Incellekruelle
igiosa pef q ), Forme ¢ destinazione del messaggl?

Mquecent,
+Florence, Olschki, 1991, pp. 229-375

14 RN e o ittral
. \,'\l"[nchI «D 2 14, PP 34- a N‘l_kola
PE - a5 Rfld-' a 53. us vop K
f‘mr:;l:[.l:; »In B, SChncithnallI: Eticlmm Eurgp,. g dlohanuzsing
LSS IS, elalterlichen Eurapa, D[’cgd. “wei“furter % y aus
A[t!..n ;;?Cbbe Unlymi"ii‘brxr;cbn :n, Sz"d‘“':iﬂ, loog)' H’H’IS -Rﬁm?ezsnnengu‘?hfcb tlicher
Reiches, ). 1qgr "B Stciner Ry PRI o e - ch dn e %
e s DL T P 7 (T38E zur 5o AT S PP 229-231.
e elaleer”, in . B ur Prof y - und Zur Sﬂzi‘f{g’ﬂrb/rbre des
’m[a!fﬂzurN £ ann g al. Sleryy mungs hi
der Wi cuzeit, Gartingen, v, (i B Beleh Eeschichre des Alren
issenschaften in Gﬁmngem 'thdenhW k cht und V,,." dtigleit im deyrschen
i

Philglog; s i
°°9'“h-1'{ismrhp“‘ht ( Abhnmng im Uﬁergang vom
“che asse, 2Cungen de, Alkademie

88239), 2001, vol. 2,

Generally Spi aking, scholars in the ser f kir ind or ire 4 tin
phenomenon; none theless. it is reasonable to assume that the development of
universities and the increase in student and eraduare numbers on all levels and
in all disciplines may have caused a shift towards a more “scientified” quality in
employment relationships. But in spite of the studies | mentioned before and

others more, this has not yet been empirically analysed for the old empire
This is where our research endeavour of the Repertorium Academicum
Germanicum steps in, a project dedicated to prosopographic research including
provenance, paths of life and spheres of action as well as the specific culture of
0O ;":[""\U”‘.ﬂ

German scholars between 1250 and 1550. We expect more than 50
files, most of which can already be consulted online”. The criteria for inclusion

in the Repertoriwm are at minimum a promotion o Magister Artium or the
enrolment in one of the higher faculties of theology, laws or medicine. In the
case of the nobility, simply matriculating at a universiry is enough. In this con-
text, we regard everyone as an academic counsellor who fits these criteria and
is documented at least once as a counsellor. This includes consiliarsz (racte in
German), privy counsellors, court counsellors, and any thing else thar includes
the label council, counsellor or advisor, no marter by whart other names those
positions may go (such as proctors, Secreraries or envoys).

In the following, I want to give an overview of the academics in service in
the period investigated. I will do chis in five sections: first I will ouch upon
numbers and chronology, then we will have a look aracademic education, prov-
enance, the service of princes and, as a last point, at the matrer of remuneration.

Numbers and Chronology

ent, the RAG lists approximately 835 counsellors in the
s within the empire. You may forget this number ar
enrary state of a research process. More imporant
are reladions and trends, since this number contains merely those 1.7% of all
our scholars that became “princely scholars”. At first glance, this is a very
small category; however, considering the group’s education, it is one of the

At the present mom
service of kings and prince
once; it shows only the mom

iew see R. C. Schwingss, *Das Reperorium ;[;'Ja'z'r?aum
Germanicum (RAG)”, in P Moraw (ed.), Gesummelte Beitnige sur .‘Drum"uﬁ:i um_f Eum{un‘{bcn
Universitdrsgeschichte: Strukniren — Personen — Entwicklungen, Leiden, Brill (Educadon and

Sociery in the Middle Ages and Renaissance, ]l.),‘ 2008, pp. 577-602 o iz
17. For the current state see www.rag-onlinc.org, for explanations xeﬂR. C. §ch\n::gc§: Dm
Repertorium...”, op. cit., and id., “Das Repertorium Academicum Germuanicum (RAG): cL?
digitales Forschungsvorhaben zur Geschichre der Gelehrren des alten Reiches (1250-1550)",

Jahrbuch fiir Universititsgeschichie, 16, 2013 [2015], pp. 2157232

16. For a bibliographical overv
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elites ar court. The phenomenon that only such a small portion of
of academics found employment at court corresponds neatly Witl? }:he =
circumstances at the court of Brandenburg’s elector Albrech;, who tl ;acflm]
us as a reference figure today. As [ mentioned before, apart from thcs ] o
Albrecht was the ruler with the most academic counsellors, name] ey
total number of his counsellors, however, is a multiple of[ha’t numby 6'4I i
in the 40-plus years of his reign, nearly as much as the emper;)r Friejr‘m}% %
up to 1493 (400). The academics amongst them consritute.only 16 ﬂ/rl-cb o
other courts this number is much smaller®. i
This comparatively small number also corresponds with the count of grag
uates with a title higher than magister artium, which is surprisingl igm'_
Gcrmany,_compared to the rest of Europe. Around the year 500 é;ey ezg‘ .
on [l?ﬁ u_me:rsiry, only 3 to 10% of registered attendees achieve tf’m dzorecmgf
magister artium. Licentiates and Doctors of the Laws, Medicine and Th:ol :
amount to less than 3 to 4% of the total number of students®™. Graduates tak(i)gy
(t)l}e pa;h of acac'lf?mic cc?u‘nsellorship offered their services to .rulers much morig
th;egcszlllato cxlnes. This was not onl)'/ a matter of prestige, bur also a result of
s iton yﬁ small number of cities, and only the larger ones at that, was
o cgouon;:i:lsistaﬁ;xsiz?;;:f' an aciademic council. Even including syndics,
municipal councils — and thelcni’a'(?)ziy 0‘23’ S RAG‘S B
Let me illustrate this with an eanL lry ?B P Se'r"efi i i
o i ple of Berne, the biggest city state north of
Sk st powerful nucleus of the Old Swiss Confederacy. Only

in the course of the whole 15" century did it

as a council and le i Dencafiond s carmed g
pie Umvemigﬂ:_ ;?ulvicl.y Doctor Thiiring Fricker®, who had graduated
to organize and res?rructuzrl: ljhlencllgfa. Thanks o his legal studies, he was able
for the city was to have someone x:jlccry' B|ut What was much more important
municate and negotiate with the 131:1 could adequately and at eye level com-
surrounding European powers as we%l ‘3:}5’@“5» S
all academic counsellors, of cou as the pope and his curia. This is true for
tse, which may too explain their small numbet

18. g
?I Andresen, “Gelehree Rite im Diense
- 5443:-133).... Op- cit., vol. 1, pp. 172, 54;
» dee L. Hesse, “Acra Pro T T
P motionum [[: dje Promovierten d iversiti . g,
Sty ::mrl-:ung:n zu Quantitit und Quali:;t" ei;]URn, "grfsi;@ i S(Padn;l l;‘iﬂrj’;
> - winges (cd.), ’
hauser, Bildungswege — Lebenswegt:

(J"i"miﬁfﬁbamc},:.;; %P €It PP. 229-250; B. Immen
der Gcscllsch;ﬁk?g:mgz.im {)’-_ und 16. Jabrhunderr, Basel, Schwab¢
niversias- und Wissenschaftsgeschiche, 8),

> 9p. it,, p. 152; P. J. Heinig, Kaiser Friedrich Il

(VCrﬁfﬁ:n tic hun gen

2007, pp. 189-228,
20. 1d,, “Schulen und

15 Jahrhundert pey Studium in Bem®, in E.

entdeckt, Bern, § J- Beer er al (eds.), Berns Grosse Zeit: s

ampfli, 2003, ;m ed., pp. 155-161.
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As is to be prcnrs‘rl‘ the number of actually employed counsellors began to
slope upward in the 1340s. This rise in numbers did not run parallel to a general
increase in university attendees however, but rather shows some marked cae
surae in itself*. These were caused primarily by the two grear events of the
15t century: the councils of Constance and Ba sel, which provoked, as it were
2 boom of counsellors which lasted for decades. The councils are known as
long these lines, they

stages and markets for scholars and experts of all stripes
offered an opportunity to tender oneself to the present rule
secular, including kings*. A typical example from the council of Consrance
is Doctor decretorum Winandus von Steeg, the energeric advocate for ducy-
free transport of mass wine on the Rhine. Before securing his “dream job
the lucrative post of pastor at St Peter in Bacharach, Winandus served a series
of employers at and around the council of Constance — sometimes several at
once, for example the bishops of Wiirzburg and Passau, the counrt palatine of
the Rhine, and king Sigismund, whom he accompanied ro Hungary. He also
served as a counsellor or advisor for the cities of Nuremberg and Augsburg.
The council of Basel brought about a new boost with more than twice as
many counsellors as the council of Constance. A third caesura began in the
1470s, the “take-oft stage” for an emerging excess supply of academic gradu-
ates™. Speaking more broadly, this was the time that is described as Verdichtung,
that means the onset of administrative densification of the empire, a phenom-
enon in which the scholars at the courts of kings and princes, and especially
jurists, played a pare that is not to be underestimated ™. A fourth-marked phase
shows a repeated increase in academic counsellors that begins around 1510 and
lasts beyond the middle of the 16" century. Whatis fascinating abour this phase
is that it runs contrary to the so-called frequency dip of the German universities
during the first decades of the reformation, namely between the 1520s and the
1540s%°. The supply of academics suitable for service at court clearly remained

rs borh spiritual and

21. R. C. Schwinges, Deutsche Universitatsbesucher.... op. cit-, pp. 23-60.
22, H. Miiller, “Universititen und Gelehrte auf den Konzilien von Pisa (1409), Konstanz (1414~
) und Basel (1431-1449)", in R. C. Schwinges (ed.): Universitit, Religion und Kirchen, Basel,

1418
(Veréffentlichungen der Gesellschaft fiir Universitits- und Wissenschaftsgeschichre,

Schwabe
11), 2011, pp. 109-144.

23, A. Schmidr, H. Heimpel, Winand von Steeg (I
Kiinstler und die Bilderhandschrift @ber die Zollfreiheir des
Rhein aus dem Jahr 1426, Munich, Beck (Abhandlungen der Baye
Wissenschaften. Neue Folge, 81), 1977, pp- 14-21.

24 SR E Schwinges, Deutsche Universitdisbesucher. .., ap. cit., pp. 33-60.

25. SeceP. Moraw, Von offener Verfassung u gestalteter Verdichtung: das Reich im spiren Mirrelalter 1250
bis 1490, Berlin, Propylicn, 1985, pp- 389-394; id., “Gelehrte Juristen...”, op. ¢ik, pp. 138-145.

26.  B. Immenhauser, “Universititsbesuch zur Reformationszeit: Uberlegungen zum Ruckgang der
Immatrikulationen nach 1521", fubrbuch fiir Universinirgeschichte, 6, 2003, pp- 69-88.

370-1453): ein mirtelrheinischer Gelebroer und
Bacharacher Pfarnweins auf dem
rischen Akademie der
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sufficient. This needs to be analysed more closely, but it ap
sistently catholic universities in the West, such as Cologne
as the Iralian centres of education, maintained

pears that the o
and Lﬂuv@n, as we

their producti . 5
helped accommodate the demand of the courts in large parts"’(ﬁ) Fc;:}p:scny and
€Mmpire,

The Academic Education of the Counsellors

As you rfught expect, most of the princely advisors emanated from th
demic elite of jurists; 60 % of them were graduates, and two th'0:1n tfc "
»(\;c;le do;tors of cilvil or canon law, half of them eve’n doctors ur;;:q(:te :!'I:'(r):
Jnly 5.6% were licentiates or doctors of theology, 2.79 g
s licentia , 2.7% doctors of medi-
e corg:u?fﬁansfuriu;n make up 9% oF‘prince’s counsellors. Only every
s e atba university without graduating, most of them
g d evel: numbers reveal an unmistakeable hierarchy, which
o ;t)menl:csl since the 1440s. There was an increasing ten-
i o ot bo graduate in both laws while they were at it. The
e P €gan (o follow a pattern originating in Southern and
e e Vz:-.'.usmgly spreading across the German-speaking part
uation — excepting, of cofr:: Srjf(l: ‘S:OFCSS]OH?J TGy grat
canonries, which made i ﬁna;iciall n(;m?b(])F it w

o Y p ssible to study in the first place?.
m practically every German university, and

Princes’ counsell
many of the jurists amg
ng th
’flJl .Bologna, but also Padui anilmP;}::ii e liantlawischools g

Jurisprudence of the time. Other Ital;

or third matriculation. This is not su

atofall F i
S ;::;lcl l:Jimvcrsmes, Orléans was/the/most/pop:
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Symoens, Milicu social, émyd,
I 1430-1600". :
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Sér. A, 10), = tes de Louvaip, (Symbolae F, ctle "J_d- Liber Amicorum Jan Buntinx, Leuve™
elehrren im * PP- 257-30y; RS S <ciltans li“f-'l‘a.mm eouhil sis.
und Wirkungseeschich, 14. bis 16, Jahp, dtng“’ uxamlcrcmusttmli Osophi:f Lngﬁwdar

H geschichte ghq, T underts”, i 5 * zur sozialen LA
Smbls (Zeischrify gy, o her Eliten .q_ml, ' (ed)), Gelehrte im Reich: zur Soziak

Istorische Fom:hung Bf_ihuﬁmt Jahrhunderss, Berlin, Duncker

’ elt, 18), 1996, g
> Pp- I1-22.
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Tiibingen, Freiburg, the German Nation of Orléans, Leipzig, and Erturt. Uver
75% of all princes’ counsellors graduated from these universities [his is of top
priority, and the crend seems to be unmistakeable. All of the above-mentioned
universities from Cologne to Erfurt offered lectures in civil as well as canon law

from the very beginning; Leuven even had a separate faculry for each law;, and
they were considered the strongholds of jurist education north of the Alps from
the 15® century onwards™. Another piece of evidence in favour of the Aindings
concerns the Rhineland of the whole length of the river. This region is often
seen as the leading area of the empire, an innovation area, which is once again
confirmed by the aforementioned development™. A third piece of evidence is
the fact that from the 1480s onward, the political nucleus of the north-western
part of the Habsburgian empire shifred towards the old Netherlands, arrracting
all sorts of professionals, including prospective counsellors.

Provenance

Kings and princes, themselves noble, liked to mingle with nobles, not least
when it came to their advisors, and so it was predominantly educated noble-
men that they employed as counsellors*. Compared to the quota of nobles
among the empire’s overall population — which is assumed to be 2 or 3% —or
among university attendees about 4 %, there was a disproportional ratio ofaca-
demically educated noblemen among the counsellors”. This is true for the 15™
and even more for the 16 century, after the nobility had caught on to the fact
that if they wanted to prevail in a field saturated with commeoner scholars, they
needed to study and obtain academic qualifications themselves™. The RAG's

28. See H. Coing, Handbuch der Quellen und Literatur der reueren ewropdischen Privatrechtsgeschiche,
vol. 1: Mirtelalser (rra0-1s00), Munich, Beck, 1973, pp- 39-128; A Garcia y Garcia, “The
Faculties of Law”, in H. de Ridder-Symoens (ed.), A History of the University in Europe, val. &
Universities in the Middle Ages, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1992, pp- 338-408.

29. R.C.Schwinges, “Innovationsriume und Universititen in der ilteren deutschen Vormodemne™,
inid., P Messerli, T. Miinger (eds.). Innovationsriume: Woher das Neue kommt in Vergangenheis
und Gegenwart, Zurich, Vdf Hochschulvetlag an der ETH, 2001, pp. 314+

30. P. Moraw, “Gelehrte Juristen...”, ap. cit, p- 142 L. Minnl, Die Gelehrten Juristen in den
deutschen Territorien im spiten Mittelalter, PhD in phil., directed by P. Moraw, University of
Giessen, 1987, pp. 202-207.

31. See R. C. Schwinges, Deutsche Universitdtsbesucher. .., op. cif., pp- 31-44-

32. SeeR. A. Miiller, Universitit und Adel: cine soziostrukturelle Studie sur Geschichie der bayerischen

Landesuniversitit Ingolstads 1472-1648, Berlin, Duncker & Humblot (Ludovico Maximilianea.
Universicit Ingolstadt — Landshut — Miinchen. Forschungen und Quellen, 7), 1974, pp- 44-59;
H. de Ridder-Symoens, “Adel en universiteiten in de zestiende eeuw: Humanistisch ideaal of
bittere noodzaak?”, Tijdschrifi voor Geschiedenis, 93, 1980, pp. 410-432.
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By mentioning the Brandenburgian nobility and the Frankish patriciate |
meant to indicate that regional as well as social provenience was an important
criterion in the selection for court service. Albrecht (as many others) relied
heavily on his own subjects, his Landeskinder. Here is not the place to elabo-
rate on local provenance. | will merely touch on some instances cthat {iverge
from the normal practice of employing one’s own subjects: the kings and
emperors from Frederick III to Maximilian I and Charles V recruited their
counsellors from all across the empire, with an emphasis on the long-term king
orientated (konigsnahen) regions of South Germany and their craditional and
newly acquired Habsburg territories and, after 1500, on the old Netherlands*
Some regions attract attention because they supplied several rulers ar once; |
would like to call them surplus regions. Those are the Rhineland, the Palatinare,
Wiirttemberg and Baden and above all Upper Swabia and South Baden includ-
ing the Alsace and the northern part of the Swiss Confederarion, as well as,
last but not least, Franconia. Not only the margraves of Brandenburg drew
their counsellors from those regions, but also kings and emperors, the four
prince-electors of the Rhine region, the archdukes of Austria, the prince-
bishops of Wiirzburg, Bamberg, and Eichstitr as well as chose of Strasbourg
and Constance. Those observations complement the image of a north-south
and a west-east divide that has been popular throughour German history-
There is a high concentration of cities in those regions, especially of imperial
and free cities, which fostered the pertinent sacial and academically inclined
classes. Apart from that, the general ratio of students and scholars was much
higher in those regions compared to others.

Service of Princes

There were multiple kinds of social relations that could pave the way into the
service of princes. The principal one appears to have been the court, which
could grant patronages similar to those of the ruler himself, following the
practices of the Roman Curia. There seems to have been an awareness of
prospective members comings and goings from universities — it is striking
how close the dates of graduations and first references of employment often
are. The prince-elector of Brandenburg managed to engage a whole series of

36. See P J. Heinig, Kaiser Friedrich IIL (t440-1493)..., op. cik, vol. 1, chap. 1-2; id., “Gelehrre
Juristen im Dienst der rémisch-deutschen Kénige des 15. Jahthunders”, in H., Boockmann er al
(eds.), Recht und Verfassung im Ubergang vom Mittelalter zur Neuzeir, Géingen, Vandenheeck
& Ruprecht (Abhandlungen der Akademie der Wissenschaften in Gértingen, Philologisch-
Hisrorische Klasse, 3, Folge, 228), 1998, vol. 1, pp. 167-184, here pp. 174-176.
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counsellors immediately after their return from university”. This was .
tated by students’ relatives — brothers and fathers, but most frequentl 313 L
and often clerical uncles (mothers™ brothers) — who provided the % ﬁam‘ed
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rulers’ purinda of government as well as the political events of the day. The great
majority of counsellors were (:mph'n,’ul only for short periods; more pre cisely
owo thirds of them (67 %) were employed for less than a year, at least as far as

we can tell. The remaining third, on the other hand, remained in the service
of their rulers for an average of 10.4 years, individual figures ranging from 2
to 43 years. Periods of 20 years or longer were not observed before the late
15 century. In other words, there is no proof for permanent employment of
academic counsellors before that time; and by the way this is a key-note for
state-building in the Old German Empire. The “record number” of 43 years of
employment belongs to the Dr utr. iur. Heinrich Olisleger (Oelschlager) from
Wesel. He was active in the council of the dukes of Jiilich-Cleves-Berg from
at least 1532 until his death in 1575; in addition to that, he acted as chancellor
of Jilich from 1547 onwards. Olisleger, of course, is an early example of the
type of professional counsellors descending from dynasties of officials: both his
father and grandfather were counsellors and state bursars respectively; two of
his brothers were counsellors like him, and his brother-in-law was Dr utr. iur.
Heinrich Sudermann, the famous syndic of the Hanseatic league*.

Not only the circumstances of employment were unstable, but also the
spheres and areas of activity. The primary tasks of a learned counsellor ac king's or
prince’s court were generally the same, namely to deal with foreign affaics. This
could mean diplomatic relations with the papal court, pardcipadon in ecclesi-
astical synods, missions to court councils and diets of princes, or delegations
to foreign kings and princes. In addition to these older, raditional counsellors’
duties emerged new fields of duty more concerned with domestic and regional
politics. The domestic assignments required extended stays — we are ralking
about tasks such as mediating in conflicts between rulers or between cities and
rulers, procuration at manorial and arbitral courts, and especially mandates in
the delicate business of dynastic succession and marriage CONTHACT. Those are
fields that particularly profited from the employment of jurists, especially of can-
onists familiar with the fourth book of the decretals (Liber quattuor decretalivm),
which deals with matrimonial law; kinship, and relationship by marriage with
reference to laws of succession and inheritance, and which often was commented
in treatises craditionally called Arbor consanguinitatis et affinitatis*.

40. For Olisleger and his family sce Premier livre des procurateurs de la nation germanique de
Vancienne université d' Orléans, 1444-1546, part 1L: Biographies des érudiants, vol. 1, ed. by H. de
Ridder-Symoens, D, lllmer and C. M. Ridderikhoff, Leiden, Brill, 1978, pp- 343-345 (no. 584).

41. For this genre see A, Schmidr, H. Heimpel, Winand von Steeg. .., op. cit., pp. 31-32; especially
S. Teuscher, “Flesh and Blood in the Treatises on the Arbor consanguinitaris (Thirteenth t
Sixteenth Centuries)”, in C. H. Johnson et al (eds.), Blood and Kinship: Matter for Metaphor

from Ancient Rome to the Present, New York/Oxford, Berghahn, 2013, pp. §3-104.
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Remuneration

[ will conclude with a short glance at the matter of T€muneration: why y,
{
in it for the counsellors? Considering the high concentration of nobil;

Iy, we
may assume that being in their service must have ma

de for a comforgh,
living. Remuneration corresponded to social rank. Some counsellors

granted arms or even ennobled by kings, empe
latter became more frequent after the middle of the 15" century. One example
is Dr Konrad Stiirtzel, a law professor from Freiburg, a counsellor and chan-
cellor for Sigismund, archduke of Austria-Tirol, and emperor Maximilian®.
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Personnel, one intended to keep in service, on the other hand, needed w©
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